Salvaging terminal dentitions with convertible periodontal prostheses.
An alternative to the complete denture, the transitional prosthesis, the overdenture, and some tooth-splinting clasped partial dentures has been presented. The convertible periodontal prosthesis has many of the advantages of the overdenture, but few of the disadvantages such as palatal coverage, the appearance of a denture, and the psychologic effect. Preliminary observations over a 7-year period indicate that the periodontal condition of the abutment teeth improves. A case for periodontal worthiness of this method of periodontal prosthesis can be made.